
 

 
FILMMAKERS – Producer and Director 

 
Mary Ann Beyster 
Executive Producer/Producer 

 
Mary Ann Beyster is an award-winning producer of 
documentaries about entrepreneurial spirit, 
community health, and sustainability.  She 
produced and produced-directed publicly 
broadcasted documentary films, We the Owners 
and The Kitchenistas of National City, and 
produced the largest collection of educational 
videos about broad-based employee ownership. 

Distribution and broadcasting of her written and visual educational work has been 
through Films Media Group, Cinema Guild, Aspen Institute, Amazon, Democracy 
Collaborative, Department of Defense, PBS and numerous academic institutions. 
 
In 2014, Mary Ann was visiting Olivewood Gardens and met several Kitchenistas 
participating in the Cooking for Salud® program. She was inspired by a particular family 
story and, when asked, they agreed to participate in a short documentary film that Mary 
Ann directed and David Romero filmed. With the release of the short film 18 months 
later, she stayed active with the Kitchenistas at numerous film festivals and more than 
50 screenings.  
 
In 2018, Mary Ann began pre-interviews within National City and nationally with public 
health professionals to identify the potential for a deeper more nuance film. As a result, 
the feature has expanded on the range of personal and community health and wellness 
issues as well as transformational stories not addressed in the short film.  
 
To this project, she brings her passion for the topic and dedication for excellence 
learned over her 30-years of business and non-profit experience, including producing 
and distributing multi-media educational projects and documentaries. She has a B.S in 
industrial engineering from CA Polytechnic State University (SLO), M.S in management 
from the MIT Sloan School, and film directing and producing certificates from the School 
of Cinematic Arts at USC and New York Film Academy.   
 



 

 
 

David Romero  
Director/Camera/Editing 

 
David Romero is the founder of Eddie Grace Film, 
and is an award-winning director and 
cinematographer.  David has a 25-year international 
professional career across multiple media fields.  He 
has established a national reputation for his creative 
body of work in both music and film, and has 
explored themes of community and connectedness 
as a notable Latino Southern California artist.  
Credits include Producer-Director-Writer of Making 

Fun - The Story of Funko (Netflix); Producer-Director-Writer of Bread, Salt, and Graphite 
Kid (KPBS) ; Director, We the Owners (PBS, Cinema Guild), and Director of 
Photography-Editor, The Kitchenistas of National City (PBS).  
 
David grew up in the National City community.  As a native San Diegan, David spent 
much of his early years in and around National City, where he began his performing and 
recording career. He credits the teachings from his upbringing to his social and cultural 
storytelling approaches in film and music. He attended San Diego State University with 
a focus on media arts, while earning a BA in English Literature. David has helped to 
design and direct numerous film-based creative and educational programs in San Diego 
and across the U.S., along with various international musical projects as a producer, 
vocalist and songwriter.   
 
He was raised knowing that his family’s food was shaped by Mexican culture. The 
recipes were their secrets and their moms were the keepers of these sacred dishes. 
When he learned about the Kitchenistas, he was curious how these women started and 
tried to grasp the impact that this could have. Their influence has outreached his 
expectations. The Kitchenistas are transforming this community for the better…a 
community where he grew up. He is proud to bring the skills and knowledge from his 
film and media career, including directing feature films, to share this story from our 
kitchen counters to every corner of the world.   
 


